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A letter from the managers

With the help of volunteers, service learning student groups, and our amazing
farm crew, we supplied 100 families, nine dining halls, and two area food
banks with fresh, organic produce throughout 2018. Despite having a spring
of flooding followed by summer of drought, our farm can look back at 2018
as a year of success, growth and strategic changes.

One of our biggest challenges this year was staff restructuring. After our
Interim Director moved to a position at the MSU Residential Initiative on the
Study of the Environment, our remaining staff absorbed many of the duties
necessary to keep the farm running. Through this shift in responsibilities,
we have worked hard to strengthen our relationships on campus while
maintaining our farm as an example of a self-sustaining small-scale organic
production system.

In 2018, we collaborated on many exciting campus partnerships - just one

of the outstanding privileges of being a part of Michigan State University.
Engineering labs worked to construct a solar-powered walk-behind tractor
with our farm as a testing site and established a solar-powered well pump to
irrigate one of our large fields through our drip system. Our farm saw the first
sighting of the samurai wasp in Michigan, a beneficial insect for controlling
brown marmorated stink bug, discovered by Benjamin Jarrett in Marianna
Szlcs’ Entomology Lab.

2018 came with many strides towards our farm becoming more efficient in
the long-term. Some highlights include purchasing our new Kubota tractor,
honing the use of our custom-built basket weeder, investing in a PTO-driven
potato-digger, and improving our ability to irrigate larger fields with a
traveling sprinkler. While these tools help us work smarter, we have also been
practicing the skills of “Lean Farming” to cut out inefficiencies and waste in
our production systems.

We are eager to continue with the projects and relationships we have forged
in 2018. For now, we take a moment to reflect on all we have accomplished

and extend our gratitude to all of you who continue to support our efforts at
the Student Organic Farm.

GO GREEN!

Katie Brandt, Sarah Geurkink, Kate Heflick, and Daniel Seggebruch






2018 BY THE NUMBERS

$217,000 OF
PRODUCE
SOLD

20 STUDENT
CREW
MEMBERS

818 PEOPLE
TOURED THE
FARM

RANKED IN
TOP 10 BEST
UNIVERSITY
FARMS

16 ORGANIC
FARMER TRAINING
PROGRAM
PARTICIPANTS

259 CSA
SHARES
SOLD

OVER 200

3,212 POUNDS UNIQUE
OF FOOD PLANT
DONATED VARIETIES

GROWN ‘













































GRANT-FUNDED RESEARCH

Integrating advanced cultural and mechanical strategies for improved weed management in
organic vegetables

Gallandt, E. (Univ. Maine) and D.C. Brainard. 2018-2022. USDA-NIFA. OREI Program.

Will evaluate new mechanical cultivation tools; farmer-to-farmer workshop on organic weed
management strategies; and research trials evaluating various weed management strategies in
organic vegetable cropping systems.

Cultivating Partnerships: Building farm-research networks for improved physical weed control
Brainard, D.C., S.H. Tilton, M. Benzle. 2017-2018. USDA NCR-SARE Partnership Grant Program.
Supported testing of in-row mechanical weed control tools at SOF; demonstration of tools at the
Midwest Mechanical Weed Control Field Day; and production of educational videos highlighting
three in-row tools (including interviews with Denae Friedheim and Sarah Geurkink).

Lab to farm: Integrating organic cucurbit science and production in the Midwest

Szendrei, Z., D.C. Brainard, M. Hausbeck, Z. Hayden et al. 2016-19. USDA-NIFA. ORE/l Program.
Supports a wide range of research on production of organic cucurbit crops including pest
management in zucchini and winter squash.

Green Tools: improving profitability by integrating new in-row cultivation equipment and
competitive cultivars

Tilton, S.H. and Brainard, D.C. 2016-18. USDA NCR-SARE-Graduate Student Award.
Supported the work of M.S. student Sam Hitchcock-Tilton, who worked with the SOF to
demonstrate and test in-row mechanical cultivation tools.

Farmer-Desighed Systems to Reduce Tillage on Organic Vegetable Farms

Rangarajan, A. (Cornell University), D.C. Brainard, Z. Szendrei, Z. Hayden et al. 2014-19. USDA-NIFA.
ORE! Program.

Supports studies on the impacts of cover crops and tillage on biological control of pests in
cabbage; and evaluation of the long-term impacts of strip tillage and compost on soil health,
weeds and crop productivity.

A Solar-powered Drip Irrigation System for Sustainable Vegetable Production in

the Midwest United States

Miller, S. Srivastava, A., Marquie, S., Dong, Y., et al. 2018. Biosystems Engineering, Michigan State
University and Appropriate-Scale Mechanization Consortium of the USAID Feed the Future
Sustainable Intensification Innovation Lab.

Provides researchers the opportunity to develop a protocol to reduce the water and energy
footprint of vegetable production and an educational experience for students and the general
public who tour the farm.

University of Michigan Legume Cover Crop Research Project
Blesh, J. Brainard, D and Snapp, S. 2018.

Student Grown: What Makes Campus Farms Successful Models of Experiential

Learning?

Montminy, J. 2018.

Overviews experiential learning programs available at MSU’s Student Organic Farm and four other
university farms in the Northern United States.
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THANK YOU

STAFF

Katie Brandt
Denae Friedheim
Sarah Geurkink
Kate Heflick
Bayleigh Perry
Daniel Seggebruch

2018 UNDERGRADUATE CREW
Allison Aigner*
Cameron Andrews
Kellen Boyd*

David Chickering
Lexie Dalecke

Aryeh Davidson
Jaime Davidson
Brandon Denler*
Matt Diekman

John Eitner

Cody Gall

Degen Gembarowski*
Corrine Johnston**
Abigail Kuplicki
Lindsay Mensch*
Juan Perez
Courteney Roberts
Carmen Vandercook*
Lily Wallace**
Nicholas Wilson*

2018 OFTP PARTICIPANTS
Alec Beattie

Carol Bontekoe***

Danielle Brugnone

Aliza Ghafari***

Brenda Groff

Sean Heenan

Eric Huskinson
Ashley Kloote
Mallory Mallone
Michelle Maust***
Jessica Newsome***
Peter Okanigbuan
Ricki Oldenkamp
Eric Rasch***
Jeremy Grey Cloud Sparks
Carly Sugar

OFTP GUEST SPEAKERS

Joan O’Leary Johnson: Halmech Farm &
Grainy Gals Farm

Leah McCullough: Lawn Gone Farm
Eric Hanson: MSU Researcher and
professor of berry production

Eric Kampe: Ann Arbor Seed Company
Hannah Rose-Weber: The Land Loom
Noel Bielaczyc: Center for Regional
Food Systems

Ben Werling: Vegetable Educator at MSU
Extension

Mariel Borgman: MSU Extension
Community Food Systems Educator
Whitney & Dan Belprez: Two Sparrows
Farm

Elise and Allie Thorpe: Trillium Wood
Farm

Meghan Milbraith: MSU Professor

in Entomology, Michigan Pollinator
Initiative

Sarah Longstreth: Good Stead Farm
Joannée DeBruhl: Stone Coop Farm

*Graduated in 2018

***Graduated with honors

KEY

**Recipient of ASHS Collegiate Scholars Award
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FOR YOUR SUPPORT

DONORS
Wayne Jones
Frances Domoy
Daniel Brainard
Brenda Groff
Nancy Stark

IN KIND

BioWorks

DeWitt Tree Care

Morgans Composting

MSU University Farms

The Office of Vennie Gore, VP of
Auxiliary Enterprises

Office of the EVP for Administration

FUNDERS
Michael Hamm, C.S. Mott Distinguished
Chair of Sustainable Agriculture
* Production equipment and
infrastructure improvements
MSU Center for Regional Food Systems
» Persons of Color Scholarships
USDA Risk Management Agency Grant,
Family Farmed
* Funding for Packhouse Design
Workshop FFS
Stone Coop Farm
* OFTP Scholarships

CAMPUS STAKEHOLDERS

Department of Horticulture

Horticulture Teaching and Research
Center

Residential and Hospitality Services
Department of Community Sustainability
Residential Initiative on Sustainability
and the Environment

Biosystems Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

ADVISORY GROUP

Daniel Brainard (chair), Associate
Professor, Department of Horticulture
David Chickering, undergraduate
student crew member, Biosystems
Engineering

Lisa Farley, senior purchasing agent,
Residential and Hospitality Services
Degen Gembarowski, undergraduate
student crew member, Sustainable and
Organic Horticulture

Paul Jaques, Director of Student and
Community Engagement, Spartan
Innovations

Richard Pirog, Director, MSU Center for
Regional Food Systems

Bradley Rowe, Professor, Department of
Horticulture

Dale Rozeboom, Extension Specialist,
ANS Associate Chair for Farm
Operations and Stakeholder Relations,
Department of Animal Science

Paul Thompson, Professor, W.K.
Kellogg Chair in Agricultural, Food
and Community Ethics, Department of
Philosophy

Student Organic Farm Staff

ADVOCACY COUNCIL
Mike Hamm

Vennie Gore

Vance Baird

Kelly Millenbah
Gerard Voit

AND MANY THANKS TO THE
COUNTLESS OTHERS WHO
CONTRIBUTED TO THE FARM’S
SUCCESS!
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