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Trillium Foundation

Partnerships

Allen Neighborhood Center

Brainard Lab

Department of Biosystems and
Agricultural Engineering

Department of Community Sustainability
Department of Horticulture

Hadish Lab

Horticulture Teaching and Research
Center

Michigan Pollinator Initiative

MSU Center for Community Engaged
Learning

MSU Center for Regional Food Systems
MSU Extension

MSU Residential and Hospitality Services
MSU Residential Initiative on the Study
of the Environment (RISE)

Szendrei Lab

Szucs Lab

University Farms

Teaching, Research, Education and

Extension (TREE) Committee

*  William Baird (chair), Department of
Horticulture

* Daniel Brainard, associate professor,
Department of Horticulture

e Zachary Hayden, assistant professor,
Department of Horticulture

* One additional seat will be filled in 2020

Adyvisory Group

* new members in 2020

* Jude Barry*, Assistant Director, Center
for Regional Food Systems

* Breanna Craig, first year student,
Landscape and Nursery Management

e Julie Cotton*, Program Coordinator,
Instructor, and Advisor for SAFS,
Department of Plant, Soil, and Microbial
Sciences

* Lisa Farley, senior purchasing agent,
Residential and Hospitality Services

* Matt Grieshop*, Associate Professor,
Entomology

* Abigail Harper*, MSU Extension
Community Food Systems Educator

* Rich Pirog, Director, MSU Center for
Regional Food Systems

* Brad Rowe (chair), Professor,
Department of Horticulture

« Lily Wallace, Undergraduate Student
(graduating Spring 2020)

* Ben Werling*, Extension Educator,
Extension Agriculture and Agribusiness

¢ Student Organic Farm staff

MSU Student Organic Farm






A letter from the managers

2019 marked our 20th year as the MSU Student Organic Farm. On a production farm,

each new year is a fresh start and an exciting time to make plans, develop and strengthen
systems, and bring more people into our community. We’ve learned that it is also very
valuable to look back, highlight the previous year’s successes, and reflect on how deep our
roots go at Michigan State University.

Twenty years ago, there were no courses at MSU dedicated specifically to organic and
sustainable production methods. Seeking to change that, a group of inspired students,
staff, and faculty came together to discuss ideas for the development of a teaching farm
on campus. Two years later, a topics class on “What is Organic?” was convened, and our
first two high tunnels were built at the Horticulture Teaching and Research Center.

Two decades later, we celebrate the success of these students, staff and faculty, and of
those who have worked at the SOF since its founding in 1999. Students and farmers now
have a wealth of learning resources and skill-building opportunities in organic agriculture
on MSU’s campus: The MSU Student Organic Farm employs and trains undergraduate
student crew members, offers the Organic Farmer Training Program for beginning
farmers, and facilitates farming workshops throughout the state. MSU also offers several
courses covering topics in sustainable agriculture, as well as undergraduate & graduate
specializations in sustainable agriculture and food systems. In Spring 2020, Katie Brandt
(our Educational Programs Manager) is teaching an undergraduate course in organic
farming.

On the production front, farming at SOF continues to become more efficient. With

the guidance of the Brainard lab, we continue to hone our skills in planning for and
executing successful weed management and mechanical cultivation. We also saw the
benefits of infrastructure investments in drainage tile and updated irrigation systems;
this year we were less limited by flooded fields and drought, keeping our schedule on
track and production humming. Finally, we increased accessibility of our CSA to the MSU
community, offering half and full shares, as well as a second pick up location on campus
year-round. We hope these adjustments will move the needle toward our goal to reach
more MSU students, staff, and faculty.

We have enjoyed strengthening many of our partnerships with other units at MSU
throughout the year as well. The SOF has been working closely to collaborate with

MSU Extension in 2019 to increase resource sharing between MSU’s satellite farms.
Collaboration with University Farms, RISE, Conservation Districts, the Michigan Pollinator
Initiative, and others have created mutual support and opened the door for future
successful projects. The Student Organic Farm has also been a host for research by the
Brainard, Szendrei, and Szucs labs, among others.

Here’s to our 20th year, and the next twenty to come!

The SOF Staff
Katie Brandt, Sarah Geurkink, Kate Heflick Tosto, and Daniel Seggebruch
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Over 700 people toured SOF in 2019! These included farm tours with over 300
MSU students.

We often have undergraduate crew members lead the tours and it has proven to be
a valuable learning experience for them. Here’s what students have to say:

“Leading tours has helped me not only to feel confident in my understanding of

the Student Organic Farm’s importance to the MSU community but also to realize
the resources that | can provide to my peers. It is an exciting opportunity to share
stories, information, and experiences related to farming that most students do not
get to center in their learning, refocusing perspectives towards farmers in a world

which increasingly tries to homogenize our voices.”
- Jaime Davidson, Horticulture major and Arabic minor

“I love giving tours because it’'s one of the best ways | can share what we do at the
farm with other people in the community. It's a great way to help people make
the connection between organic farming as an idea to the actual practice of
farming. Giving tours helps me to be more comfortable speaking to large groups
and answering questions about SOF and farming in general. | love telling people all
about my job here.”
- Abby Kuplicki, Arts and Humanities (RCAH) and Food Science

23

Lyman Briggs 492, “Senior Seminar” focused
on health and environmental impacts of food
with Ryan Sweeder

CSS 123, Introduction to Sustainable
Agriculture and Food Systems with Julie
Cotton

CSS 124, Introduction to Sustainable
Agriculture and Food Systems with Julie
Cotton

HRT 203, Principles of Horticulture with
Kristin Getter

Lansing Community College, Environmental
Science course

MSU Sustainability and Big 10 Partners

3 Free Public tours - June, July & August
Kansas State University Urban Ag Study Tour
Hoophouse Field Day with Conservation
District

Mid-Michigan Farmer Meetup

HRT 341, Vegetable Production and
Management with Dan Brainard

HRT 251, Organic Farming Principles &
Practices, East Lansing & Traverse City
cohorts

CSUS 200, Introduction to Sustainability
with Mike Hamm

ISS 220, Time, Space & Change in Human
Society with Gabe Ording

MSU Multicultural Apprenticeship Program
with Shedra Rakestraw

Lansing Catholic High School

Lansing St. Vincent Children’s Home
Eastern Market Food & Health Fellows
MIFFS/MIFMA African Fellows
Peckham Farms/Capital Area Michigan
Works!

4H World Food Prize

Tamarack Camp’s Farber Farm
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Grants that include collaboration with SOF

Improving vine crop pollination through sustainable squash bee management
Appenfeller, L., Szendrei Lab. Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education (SARE).
Invited for a full proposal ~$250,000.

Soil health evaluation in long-term cropping systems trials
Brainard, D.C. 2019. Soil Health Institute. $2500.

Short and long-term management strategies for the invasive swede midge in organic
brassica production

Chen, Y., Szendrei, Z., Hallett, R. Organic Agriculture Research and Extension Initiative
(ORELD. Not funded.

Integrating advanced cultural and mechanical strategies for improved weed
management in organic vegetables

Gallandt, E. (Univ. Maine) and D.C. Brainard. 2018-2022. USDA-NIFA. OREI Program.
$1,900,000 total; $694,492 (Brainard).

* Supports an on-farm intern at SOF who will help evaluate new mechanical
cultivation tools; farmer-to-farmer workshop on organic weed management
strategies; and research trials evaluating various weed management strategies in
organic vegetable cropping systems.

Soil health for intensive production: Understanding and addressing key constraints for
vegetable systems on sandy soils

Hayden, Z.D., L. Tiemann, E. Bunting, and D.C. Brainard. 2019-2022. USDA-NIFA. $468,495
(MSU) $54,821 (Brainard).

In-row weed cultivation strategies for Midwest vegetable growers
Priddy, D. and D.C. Brainard. 2019-2021. USDA NCR-SARE-Graduate Student Award.
$10,738.

Farmer-Desighed Systems to Reduce Tillage on Organic Vegetable Farms
Rangarajan, A. (Cornell University), D.C. Brainard, Z. Szendrei, Z. Hayden et al. 2014-19.
USDA-NIFA. OREI Program.

* Supports studies on the impacts of cover crops and tillage on biological control
of pests in cabbage (Zsofia Szendrei and Margie Lund); and evaluation of the
long-term impacts of strip tillage and compost on soil health, weeds and crop
productivity (Dan Brainard and Zack Hayden).

Michigan Farmer Networks: Linking Beginning and Experienced Farmers to Forge
Resiliency Silveri, J., Villa Gomez, F., Brandt, K., Morrone, V., Martinez, R., Siles, M.
$599,959. Not funded.

Appropriate-Scale Mechanization for Sustainable Intensification (ASMC) at University of
lllinois, Urbana-Champaign

Srivastava, Ajit. 2015-2020. Grant funded by the USAID Sustainable Intensification
Innovation Lab (SIIL) at Kansas State University.
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